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PVO REGISTRY
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1. What is a PVO?
U.S. Private Voluntary Organization (U.S. PVO) means an entity that


(1) Is organized under the laws of the United States and headquartered in the United States;


(2) Is a nongovernmental organization (NGO);

(3) Is nonprofit and exempt from federal income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, but is not a university, college, accredited degree-granting institution of education, private foundation, hospital, organization engaged exclusively in research or scientific activities, church, or organization engaged exclusively in religious activities, except if the organization is a CDO; and 

(4) Conducts, or anticipates conducting, overseas activities that are consistent with the general purposes of the Foreign Assistance Act or Public Law 480.

2. Is there still a PVO Registry?

Yes, the PVO Registry is still required for U.S. and for Non-U.S. PVOs if they are International PVOs.

3. What is the difference between a Local and International PVO?

There are two types of non-U.S. PVOs: Local and international.  A "Local PVO" is a non-U.S. PVO operating in the same foreign country in which it is organized.  Local PVOs are not required to register with USAID.  An "international PVO" is a non-U.S. PVO that performs development work in one or more countries other than the country in which it is organized or incorporated. International PVOs are required to register with USAID.  The Registration procedures for international PVOs are available from USAID/DCHA/PVC-ASHA or on the USAID Web site at www.usaid.gov  Keyword:  PVO Registration.  

4. Do all PVOs have to be registered?

Yes, if they are applying for most grants and cooperative agreements.  No, if they are applying for a contract.

5. What is the purpose of Registration?

(a) USAID registers U.S. PVOs for the following purposes:

(1) Registration is a statutory condition of eligibility for U.S. PVOs for subventions. 

(2) Registration is a condition for U.S. PVO eligibility for certain USAID grants and cooperative agreements.

(3) Registration provides USAID with information for computing the amount of USAID funding made available to U.S PVOs.

(4) Registration provides USAID with the information necessary to determine whether a PVO meets the statutory "20 percent privateness test."  Traditionally, USAID's appropriation act has required that a U.S. PVO must obtain at least 20 percent of its financial support (cash) for its international activities from sources other than the U.S. Government. The privateness test is an eligibility criterion for PVO programs; the test is not a Condition for Registration.

(b) USAID does not register U.S. PVOs for the following purposes:

(1)  To allow or enable registered U.S. PVOs to make any representation to the public concerning the meaning of being registered with USAID. Promotional materials or advertisements suggesting otherwise will be grounds for removal from the USAID PVO Registry.

(2) To bring a PVO within the U.S. Ambassador's authority.  The U.S. Ambassador's responsibility for the security of U.S. Government operations and personnel abroad does not extend to PVOs, even while carrying out U.S. Government-funded activities.

